
OK, When is the Right Time to Move to Trinity Oaks? 
New residents Dot and Marcus Smith share their perspective on this issue

June/July 2010 

W hen Trinity Oaks’ cottages first opened in 
1999, Dot and Marcus Smith were two of 

the first people in the door.  Marcus had retired as 
Salisbury Superintendent of Schools in 1989 at age 
58 just before the city and county schools merged. 
A self-declared workaholic, he 
was looking for a place to relax 
and enjoy life. One of the new cot-
tages became their winter home; a 
condo at Myrtle Beach their sum-
mer getaway.  

Wanderlust changed their plans. 
They wanted to see the world, 
cruise the oceans for a month at a 
time, visit children and grandchil-
dren for extended stays. After four 
years, the couple concluded they 
wanted to do different things.   

Now that they have world travel-
ing out of their systems, Trinity 
Oaks has reemerged as an important part of their 
lives. “What really sold us was the continuity of 
care,” said Marcus. The connection between Trin-
ity Oaks, assisted living and nursing care helped 
turn the corner for them. “That to me is what we 
are in need of.” The demands of yard work and 
dusting and getting out in cold weather also inter-
vened.  They chose a two-bedroom apartment this 
time, one that overlooks the gazebo and the gar-
dens.  

After just six weeks back at Trinity Oaks, the 
Smiths are adjusting to a downsized life. “We 

have downsized four times,” said Dot. This time their 
children received some of the family heirlooms and 
furniture.  

The Smiths are well known throughout the North 
Carolina Lutheran Synod and the Piedmont. Besides 

being devoted synod volunteers, 
they are also the parents of the Rev. 
Tim Smith, now senior pastor at The 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 
Atlanta. Daughter Carol Beaver 
teaches nursing at Rowan Cabarrus 
Community College. Daughter 
Melanie Sigmon is a guidance coun-
selor in the Catawba County school 
system. Each child has provided ac-
tive and involved grandchildren 
who need visiting. “Most of what we 
do now is centered around children 
and grandchildren,” said Dot, a for-
mer elementary school teacher in the 
Salisbury system.  

If anyone thought that Dot knew all the inside infor-
mation about teachers and students during Marcus’s 
10 years as superintendent, the Smiths shared their 
hard and fast rule: “We did not discuss school work 
or personnel matters at all,” said Marcus.  

Conversation and discussion come naturally to this 
engaging couple. Just don’t ask them to briefly de-
scribe their trips to the 50 states, the countries they 
visited or their children and grandchildren. “I don’t 
know how to say a few words about anything!,” said 
Marcus.  
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Trinity Oaks Staff 
Linda Agner 
Marketing Assistant/ 
Move-in Coordinator 

Patricia Andrews 
Director of Dining Services 

Dianne Ashe 
Security Team Leader 

Renée Bradshaw 
Associate Executive  
Director 

The Rev. Gene Bruce 
Interim Chaplain 

Gerti Davis 
Business Office Manager 

Betty Earnhardt 
Director of Resident  
Services 

Robin Forbis 
Wellness Team Leader 

Mysti Harris 
Registered Nurse 

Diane Hundley 
Director of Marketing & 
Sales 

Tim Klusman 
Maintenance Team Leader 

Quentin Long 
Director of Transportation 

JoAnn Martin 
Health Services Director 

Deborah Snyder 
Activities Director 

Jeff Stach 
Campus Landscaping  
Director 

Diane Torrence  
Director of Environmental 
Services 

Mike Walsh 
Executive Director 

♥ Georgina Ryon has moved to 218B from Summerfield, Florida. Her two 
daughters, Jennifer Church and Holly Snedegar, live in Concord. Georgina 
is a retired secretary who enjoys crafts, puzzles, games, reading, and play-
ing cards.  

♥ Harry Johnson is a retired physician from Granite Quarry, North Carolina.  
His new home is apartment 128C. He has a son in Hickory and four daugh-
ters in Rockwell. He enjoys his computer and is a member at First United 
Methodist in Salisbury. 

♥ Betty Hart is a member of St. Luke Episcopal Church and moved from 
Mooresville, North Carolina to apartment 227C. Daughter Debbie Brown 
lives in Salisbury, daughter Shelia Fisher in Raleigh and son Charles is 
from Dallas, Texas. Betty is a gardener and reader.  

B efore her arrival at Trinity 
Oaks, Pat Kline lived in senior 

housing in Bridgewater, New  
Jersey. There she enter-
tained the neighbors 
with treats and soup. It 
was a great way to 
meet people and Pat 
plans to renew the tra-
dition once she gets 
settled.  

Her companion for the 
past 11 years, Rascal, is 
a Pekinese and Terrier 
mix. “People own dogs; 
they don’t own cats. 
Rascal is 95 percent cat,” said Pat. 
“She’s not spoiled. I’m just well 
trained.” 

Pat made the trek from N.J. to be 
near her daughter, Bonnie Sue, a 
part-time nurse at the Veterans 
Hospital and her son-in-law, 
David, an M.D. at the VA. Another 
son, Bill, lives near Atlanta and son 

Soup’s On! 
Pat Kline loves to cook and bake for her neighbors 

Who’s  New? 

Ed, remains in New Jersey. A fourth 
child, Bud, a police officer, died in 
the line of duty and Pat is leaving for 

Washington, D.C. soon 
for a ceremony honor-
ing him. 

Pat worked for years as 
a self-employed  
licensed practical nurse. 
She particularly liked 
working with seniors 
and the elderly. 
“Private duty gave me 
time to listen to my  
patients. Seventy-five 
percent of my work was 

supporting families.” Although she 
retired in 1990, “I really miss it.” 

In her earlier years, Pat fished fresh 
water and saltwater and hunted 
small animals like rabbit and squirrel 
as well as deer and bear. If it were 
not for arthritis, she’d still be in the 
woods with her six grandchildren 
and two great grandchildren.   

Pat Kline and Rascal 




